THE GREAT STATE

this which, if conceived in a selfish spirit or moulded
by a debased standard of social approbation, brings
about the vicious circle in which unworthy conduct
in the influential citizen vitiates public opinion;
and debased public opinion approves of the un-
unworthy conduct. Everything turns on the aver-
age level of public spirit and the standard of public
duty in every community. The nationalisation
of the Health Service, like that of every other ser-
vice, is undesirable and unsafe until a certain stand-
ard of social and ethical development has been
reached by the community. Indeed, it is only pos-
sible where a civic consciousness is present among
both those who render the service and those who
benefit by it.

We believe that in Great Britain, at any rate,
such a stage of civic evolution has already been
reached.

But there are other and important reasons why the
relationship between the Profession of Healing and
the community should be a State relationship rather
than a relationship between individual citizens. So
long as medical treatment is concerned with the
protection of the individual citizen against outside
infection, against those injurious environmental
factors which prejudice personal health, it does not
run counter to individual inclinations, and so long
even as medical advice concerns itself with the pres-
ent it does not evoke any great opposition. The
difficulty arises when we begin to act in the interests
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